ELECTRICITY COMES TO CAMPBELL 100 YEARS AGO
By Sandy Austin

A man by the name of Frank R. Aulls lived in Campbell over 100 years ago.  In about 1900 he bought the old Campbell Roller Mills located on the west bank of the Cohocton River by the bridge in the Campbell Hamlet.  It was there that he ran a very successful grain grinding mill using the water power of the Cohocton diverted into the old mill stream.  His mill produced an excellent pancake flour and other associated products; and soon became known as the Aulls Roller Mills.  Frank was a forward-thinker and proposed to use water power to produce electricity for light, heat and power. He was a prominent man in the Town and in the County.  He was a former Campbell Town Supervisor and a former Steuben County Treasurer.   
In January of 1921, Frank R. Aulls was granted a charter to the Aulls Electric Corporation to produce electricity at the Roller Mills site.  He also contracted with the Town of Campbell and the Village of Savona to provide electric lights.  He then built an annex connected to the roller mills building to house the state of the art equipment of the day to produce the electricity.  The Town has some written memories of folks recalling the workers putting the turbine in the electric plant and seeing the wheel turning way down in the water.  One observer recalled seeing the electrician with a light bulb and upon connecting two wires to test the circuit near the turbine,  when the light came on, there was a big cheer from all standing there watching.
Around the same time, in nearby Savona, the village-owned Savona Electric Company had contracted to buy power from the Aulls Company.
The electricity for the electric lights was turned on in that year, 1921, for Main Street Campbell on August 31st; and for the Village of Savona on September 19th. 
It was only a few years later, in 1925, that the Aulls Electric Corporation sold the electric plant, the mill, the water rights and the transmission lines to New York Central Electric Corporation, who had been buying up small electric companies to link the nearby places together in one big distributing system. A short time later, the Village of Savona sold its electric system to them also.  This was in the early years of the formation of New York State Electric and Gas.
It is interesting to note that the site of the Aulls Roller Mills and the Aulls Electric Plant is currently owned by the Campbell American Legion.

